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Louisville—“As a body of Chris-
tians, we deplore the un-Christian 
practices so widely prevalent in 
many of our racial relationships.”

The wording might seem tepid in 
today’s social climate, but in 1937, 
messengers to the annual meeting 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
made history when they passed the 
SBC’s first resolution on race.

Today, according to the SBC, near-
ly one in five of all Southern Baptist 
churches in the U.S. are comprised 
primarily of non-Anglo members. In 
Kentucky, 23 of the 45 new churches 
started in 2006 were ethnic congre-
gations, mostly Hispanic, according 
to the Kentucky Baptist Convention.

Still, the two largest racial groups 
in Kentucky, Anglos and African-
Americans, largely remain segre-
gated on Sundays, even in commu-
nities where blacks and whites are 
neighbors.

An exception in KBC life is Hun-
singer Lane Baptist Church in Louis-
ville, a community of faith that re-
flects its community of residence.

Charlie Davis has served as pas-
tor for 18 years. He said the neigh-
borhood has become more racially 

diverse in that time. Today, he esti-
mates, about 15 percent of local resi-
dents are African-American.

“Thirty to 40 percent of our new 
members over the past five years 
have been black,” he added. About 
350 people attend Sunday services 
each week.

When Dwight and Berniece Allen 
first came to Hunsinger Lane, there 
were very few other black faces in 
the congregation, they said. Previ-
ously the couple attended churches 
where most of members were black. 

Mrs. Allen said when God led her 
to Hunsinger Lane, she asked Him, 
“Are you sure?”

That was 12 years ago. Today, she 
teaches an adult Sunday school class 
that mirrors the racial diversity of 
the church.

Dwight Allen, a Louisville native, 
endured bussing, a segregated city 
park system and other forms of ra-
cial discrimination as a child. He 
admits he carried bitterness from 
those experiences, but credits God, 
and a black pastor’s attempt to build 
a partnership with an Anglo congre-
gation, for letting go of the past.

“God helped me get past that, 
and when He did, He opened a whole 
new world to me,” Allen said.

That new world includes close 
friendships with white members of 
his church family, such as David and 
Sandra Derryberry.

Originally from Selma, Ala., Da-
vid Derryberry said he was in the 
last all-white graduating class of his 
high school, then attended predomi-
nantly white colleges.

Having black friends was some-
thing “I’d never really thought 
about,” he said.

The Derryberrys moved to Louis-
ville and in 1998 joined Hunsinger 

PART OF THE FAMILY Dwight and Ber-
niece Allen enjoy a time of praise with fel-
low members of Hunsinger Lane Baptist 
Church in Louisville. Prior to joining the 
congregation 12 years ago, the couple 
attended churches comprised primarily 
of African American members.

Racially diverse Ky. congregation: ‘Christianity has no color’
Lane. They are members of Mrs. Al-
len’s Sunday school class.

David Derryberry considers the 
Allens “God’s missionaries to the 
white people of the church to help 
us along” the path to racial diversi-
ty, a path that has had a few bumps 
along the way.

He said there have been gaffes, 
largely unintentional, that have 
caused hurt feelings between some 
of the Anglo and African-American 
members. 

A sense of humor helps, Mrs. Al-
len said, recalling a white member 
who speculated the church would 
need to adjust its worship style to 
accommodate the new black mem-
bers.

“I asked, ‘Have you been to all the 
black churches in town?’ ... All black 
people don’t do things the same 
way, just like all white people don’t 
do things the same way.”

 Derryberry and the Allens said 
most of the rifts have been tempo-
rary and became opportunities for 
spiritual maturity. 

“We’re all still human. We’re go-
ing to hurt each other,” Derryberry 
said. “Thank God He forgives us and 
we can forgive each other.”

" Top: A Kentucky Baptist disaster relief 
volunteer works to clear debris from 
Trudy Dubuque’s Lincoln County home. 
As many as 100 disaster relief crews 
currently are working statewide to help 
Kentuckians clear away debris and get 
a hot meal, while waiting for power to 
be restored to their homes. " Right: A 
disaster relief crew prays with Dubuque 
(third from left) and her son, John 
(second from left). “They’re led by the 
Lord to do the work that they’re doing,” 
Dubuque said of the Kentucky Baptist 
relief team. “Without them, I really don’t 
know what I would have done.” (KBC 
photos by Larry Brannin)

Recovery in progress
As Kentucky digs out 
from ice storm, Baptist 
relief teams go to work
By Drew Nichter
News Director

Stanford—“I heard things start snapping 
and popping and falling on my house,” 
Trudy Dubuque recalled as several inches 
of ice and snow tore limbs from the doz-
ens of trees in her yard around her Lincoln 
County home.

In a video posted on the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention’s Web site, the elderly 
woman described her experience of the ice 
storm that sunk much of Kentucky into a 
deep freeze more than two weeks ago.

“I couldn’t see from inside because the 
branches had come down over the win-
dows to the point where I couldn’t see 
anything,” she said. “It was like living in 
a nest.”

Less than a week later, Kentucky Bap-
tist disaster relief teams swept into Lin-
coln County, armed with chainsaws and 
food, ready to help those left stranded in 
the dark and extreme cold—including Mrs. 
Dubuque.

“That’s the amazing part … that there 
are people who care,” she said. “Without 
them, I really don’t know what I would 
have done.”

The chainsaw crews and feeding teams 
in Lincoln County are one of at least 100 
teams helping Kentuckians get back on 
their feet after one of the state’s most dev-
astating natural disasters.
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RACIAL REPRESENTATION Above: Participating 
in worship on a recent Sunday morning at Hun-
singer Lane Baptist Church in Louisville are (from 
left) Nancy Tadatada and husband, Eric, who is 
Filipino; behind Eric is Charlotte Kellam, whose 
husband, Marshall, serves as the church’s wor-
ship leader; and behind her are longtime church 
members James Carlton and Bonnie Howard. 
Left: Pastor Charlie Davis (left), relaxes with vo-
calist John Rogers and worship leader Marshall 
Kellam (right) prior to the Sunday morning ser-
mon. Davis, who has been pastor of HLBC for 18 
years, said the racial make-up of the congregation 
reflects the neighborhood, noting that about 15 
percent of the immediate population is African 
American. He estimated about 20 percent of 
church members and regular attendees are black. 
(Photos by Dannah Prather)

Racially diverse congregation: ‘Christianity has no color’
During tense times, Allen said, he has 

tried to be “open, honest and truthful” 
and allow God to work through the diffi-
culties. “That’s what growth is,” he said.

The three friends said talking about dif-
ferences between the cultures instead of 
trying to ignore them reduces the com-
mon fear of saying something inappro-
priate.

As the frienships have grown, church 
members have become comfortable 
enough with one another to do some teas-
ing, Mrs. Allen said. Once, a white member 
offered her coffee with the joking assump-
tion that Mrs. Allen would “take it black.” 

She said she laughed and replied, “I 
don’t even drink coffee.”

Davis said as more people of different 
races began attending Hunsinger Lane 
Baptist Church, some Anglo members ap-
proached him with concerns. “It was most-
ly fear of the unknown,” Davis said, but 
noted that interracial dating and mar-
riage was mentioned most often, along 
with changes in worship style.

Some people “are more concerned with 
their child marrying someone of anoth-
er race than if their child married a non-
Christian,” he said.

The Bible clearly accepts marriages be-
tween people of different races, he added. 
“From what I’ve studied, the forbidding of 
marriages (had more to do with) God’s peo-
ple marrying pagans.”

Believers should re-examine gospel
Mrs. Allen said she believes the reason 

Southern Baptists and other evangelical 
Christians remain segregated on Sundays 
is because many people refuse to discuss 
the issue in the light of God’s teachings.

“We don’t talk about it as Christians,” 
she said.

Some people believe differences in cul-
ture provide a sort of permission to keep 
blacks and whites separated on Sundays, 
Davis said. He disagrees strongly.

“Every aspect of our culture in the Unit-
ed States is integrated,” he said, noting 
schools, businesses and the legal defini-
tion of marriage are, by law, color blind. 

“What that says is the world has less is-
sue with the unity of race than the church 
does.” The ongoing segregation of church-
es, “is more than discouraging,” he added. 
“I think it’s a sin.”

Davis, Derryberry and the Allens cred-
it God for the racial diversity and harmo-
ny at HLBC.

The issue cannot be addressed success-
fully through a book or a program, Da-
vis explained. “It is a work of God’s Spirit 
through the gospel.

“The gospel provides all men and women 
with a new righteous standing before God. 
That’s part of the gospel,” he said. “The oth-
er part of the gospel is a social transforma-
tion ... that because of the gospel, we as rac-
es and people come together, and come to 
one another, equally.

“That’s the part of the gospel that we 
as a church are not addressing,” he contin-
ued. He refers to this as an understanding 
of “our new race” as Christians.

Dwight Allen sums it up another way: 
“Christianity has no color.”

If a church wants to be more welcoming 
to people of other races, more is required 

than a couple of joint services annually 
with a congregation of another color, Mrs. 
Allen said.

Such efforts often accomplish little “oth-
er than to sit on the pew with someone of 
another race. ... No real relationships are 
built.”

Davis agreed, noting that a racially di-
verse church family begins its journey wor-
shiping together on Sunday mornings, 
then progresses outside the sanctuary.

At Hunsinger Lane, racial diversity ex-
tends to committees and the deacon board, 
the Sunday school class and also to the 
church staff. 

A big step, Davis said, is when black or 
white homes are opened, perhaps for the 
first time, to people of another race.

“You have to pay attention to God and 

see how He wants to do it,” Derryberry said. 
“If you’re open to loving people, God’s go-
ing to bring you people to love. Some of 
them are going to be white; some of them 
are going to be black.”

Mrs. Allen said taking time to learn the 
racial and cultural make-up of the commu-
nity around the church is important and 
can prevent members from seeming phony 
about efforts to be multi-cultural. 

“Live who you are,” she said. “If you live 
in a diverse community, you should have a 
diverse church.”

Davis agreed. “I’m not saying every 
church should be fully integrated but I 
think every Christian church that says, ‘we 
believe the gospel’ should be working to-
wards it.”
With information from Baptist Press

KBC Evangelism Conference 2009
Caner, Hill, York, others highlight annual Kentucky Baptist event

Lexington—Kentucky Baptists 
seeking to increase effectiveness in 
sharing their faith are invited to at-
tend the upcoming Evangelism Con-
ference for inspiration and instruc-
tion Feb. 23-24 at Porter Memorial 
Baptist Church in Lexington.

Sponsored by the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention, this year’s confer-
ence will feature 11 guest speakers 
from across the nation, featuring Er-
gun Caner, president of Liberty Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Lynch-
burg, Va.; vocational evangelist Ju-
nior Hill; and Hershael York, pas-
tor of Buck Run Baptist Church in 
Frankfort.

Focusing on the theme, “The Ul-
timate Sacrifice,” conference and 
breakout session speakers will en-
courage pastors and church lead-
ers to keep the message of the cross 

central as they share their Christian 
faith. Topics will include the mis-
sional church, evangelism in a post-
modern culture and evangelistic 
strategy, among many others.

“Christians know that the ul-
timate sacrifice was Jesus’ death 
on the cross,” said Ross Bauscher, 
KBC’s evangelism growth team lead-
er. “This year’s conference will chal-
lenge us to remember that sacrifice 
and to share God’s gift with others.”

Other conference speakers in-
clude:

" David Burton, evangelism divi-
sion director for the Florida Baptist 
Convention.

" Dan Garland, director of pasto-
ral ministries and church consulting 
for LifeWay Christian Resources and 
a former Kentucky Baptist pastor.

" Kevin Hamm, senior pastor at 

First Baptist Church of Gardendale, 
Ala.

" Thomas Hammond, senior di-
rector of the Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board’s church 
evangelism division.

" Robert Smith, preaching profes-
sor at Beeson Divinity School of Sam-
ford University in Birmingham, Ala.

" Dennis Swanberg, Christian co-
median based in West Monroe, La.

" David Wheeler, evangelism and 
church planting professor at Liberty 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

" Hayes Wicker, senior pastor at 
First Baptist Church of Naples, Fla.

Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary President Albert Mohler 
originally was scheduled to speak, 
but had to withdraw because of a 
conflicting engagement.

Praise and worship sessions will 

be led by The Specks.
The Evangelism Conference is  

free, and registration is not required. 
Lunches during Tuesday’s break-
out sessions can be reserved online 
for $8. For more information, visit  
www.KyBaptist.org/Evangelism 
Conference, or call (502) 489-3576, or 
toll free in Kentucky, (866) 489-3576.

Women’s emphasis
A special women’s event also will 

be held Feb. 24 at Porter Memori-
al in conjunction with the Evan-
gelism Conference. The event will 
run from 10 a.m.-1:35 p.m. and will 
feature singer/songwriter Michael 
O’Brien and his wife, Heidi, as well 
as registered nurse Wanda Taylor 
Smith. The cost for that event is $15. 
Registration is available online at 
www.KyBaptist.org/ECWomen.

Ergun Caner

Junior Hill


